T LAST Depeche Mode

are winning. After two

and a half years of
producing electronic pop
songs which sound as good
on headphones as they feel
on the dancefloor, the
unbelievers must realise that
this is one band who won'’t
be disappearing in a puff of
fashionable smoke.
‘Everything Counts' is not only
preaching to the converted: much
to the pessimists’ surprise, their
| fans were right to stand by
Depeche Mode when Vince left to
form Yazoo, and ‘A Broken
Frame' received unsympathetic
reviews,
It is those dedicated followers
of Fast Fashion (the translation of
Depeche Mode) who we have to
thank for Martin, Dave, Alan and
JAndy still being together to
create ‘Construc lime Ag:
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| spoke to Depeche Mode on
the eve of another British tour
land found them happy and
relaxed. They really are in fine
form, and I'm not just talking
about suntans. Read on . . .
Why did you go to Berlin to
mix the new album?
bDave: “We've been working in
The Garden Studijos in
Shoreditch, and we just wanted
to go to Berlin to get a different
atmosphere. If you work a lot in
one place it gets quite boring and
we were using so many channels,
we couldn’t possibly mix on a 24
rack.”
Andy: “The engineer knew Hansa
Studios so we went over and had
2 look at it: we had a preview
hen we mixed the single,
tecided we liked it, and went
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DEPECHE MODE: success in site

difficult things — it's not
something we've really planned.
It was also very exciting ‘cos we
used a new engineer, Gareth,
who showed so much
enthusiasm which was missing
with the last album. If no-one’s
sharing any enthusiasm with you
in the studio it's impossible to
record a good album. We thought
it was a good album then but this
one’s so much better.”

Dave: “The whole album was
written by Martin and it was his
first opportunity to write a large
amount of songs in a short period
of time. There was so much
pressure involved in that album
whereas this album’s « lot more
relaxed.” .

‘Construction Time Again’
covers such a wide range of
topics. Was that a deliberate
move?

Martin: “Not really. They were all

. written over a period of about 6
__months and you tend to write

bout things you're thinking
about at the time. With the last
tbum | wasn't really thinking
lout those sort of things.”
Why are you thinking about

them now?

Martin: “| don’t know really.
Maybe I'm a bit more worldly. |
really don’t know why.”

You were badly slagged off by
the Press last year. How do
you feel about that now?

Alan: “Well, we expected it at
the time really, simply because
we'd seen it done to other

. bands.”

Andy: “It seems to be a general
thing. We would have got it
again this time if the same people
reviewed this album. We were
just lucky this time and unfucky
last time,”.. .
_think that your now
mbership is good for

d?

er as a unit. | think itsa
d really, we just get on very
well tagether and we enjoy what
we're doing at the moment. As
long as we keep enjoying it we'll
keep doing it. As soon as we stop
joying it, we won't stay
er. { mean, sometimes /|

g or the songs. We're
oy with what we're
at the moment.”
‘what do you think of your
¢ image now?

ink we're just known
as Depeche Mode.
Alan: “We don‘t have any great
Strong image ia any direction —
dressing up or whatever.”
Dave: “I think the image comes
across in the good quality sound.
Basically, we all like buying nice
clothes but we don't really set
out a style that we should all
dress in. We all buy what we like

in the way of clothes.”
Alan: “Some people are a little
bit more surprised by us these

days. [ think it's the music that's

Depeche Mode rather than the

way we look or an image.”

You must be glad that at last
you're ieing taken more
seriously . . .

Dave: "We'd like to think that.

That people wouldn’t actually

buy the record because it's
Depeche Mode, but because they
really enjoyed the song. Yes, that

would be nice ”




So, what are your long-term
plans?

Martin: “We haven't really got
any. We don't think too far
ahead.”

Dave: “We're towing right up ‘til
Christmas, then it's a few days
_ off before we go to Ametrica,

coming back through Germany
and a few other places.”

Andy: "l expect we'll seriously
start warkmg on some new stuff
after that.” ,

With all this touring, do you

’ ’Stl" feel the same enthusiasm

Alan: “You can't go on playing

places like Dingwalls. ”
Dave: “I get a big kick from the

gig if the audience are really into

what I'm doing. then I can really

feel it. But if | don't get anything

from the audience / iust feel
really down. I'm sure it's the
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same for everybody.”

Alan: “Don’t forget were just
about to start this tour — you
_should ask the question

afterwards, it could be totally

different then!”




